
I ;'Dance/~remd, .c Scotland on pupil's itineraq 
"But youhm your energy." "He would have loved the builds&amcW." 

Michael's mother, Brenda, fact that Michael's dancing," 
was born in Idand and grew she eaia of her father, who Reach Wwd Pwd at (856) 
up with a eather who was very passed away before Michael *mbr-- 
interested in music. was born. ' I f s  hml work, but it 'Imrn 
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a i h ~ g o t h r o u g b a d e s  
of moti~ls. 

Girls wear soft shoes, @ed 
phillies, and hditional dmdm 
embroideml with Celtic de 
sign% They concentrate on qui- 
et mmexlts .  

wear shoes with hml 
W'*and toes - made of fiber- 

I - designed to produce 
but rhythmic clicks, taps 

at school fkom 

af times. kids make 
e,h he said m e n ,  

eysee it, they nay it 

'I tell them to b k  at Mi- 
chael Flatley," he isaid, refer- 
ring to the well-known dancer 
h d  M r .  "He's making mfl- 

numb of male contestants. 
'A lot more boys are comp 

ing now," Kane said, "I alw~ 
tell the Mers of the boys tl 
a i l g r e M ~ w e r e ~ t d a l  
ers mt," 
Eleven-year-old Michael h 

Donald of New Jersey med t 
ing lessons six yeam aga afte 
famiLlufp taIrelrrtld hismod 
Brenda said I 
"We were in apub in Ireland I 

and there were dmcexs. He said 
he'd like to uy it" she said 

Michael has become an ac- 
complished danker, wigqlng 
open champ16ashfps at smral 
lev& He will dance in the world 
champiowhip in bland la 

m- 
~ancinginfmntofahrge~ 

dieace was an early problem 
*But I've been doing ft fo 

whUe, so it doesn't make men 
vous mymore," he said. 

Brenda McDonald $!&I her son 
also has a ready comehdck for 
other boys who tease him about 
his h d n g  -"Look at Michael 
Flatley He makes Wens of 
dollars.' 
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lions." I MAW SZuEP- Assomwnewhoprsc'ticws - ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ - ~ a  
daily for two horn, either o= tlwr - d ~nc).h  owno or in lea sons, heknow 
that lrlsh dancing ia bosh de- 
maadtng and athletic. 
In addition to two chsm a 

f$eQ at Lynn Academy, Mi- 

-- -- - 

v-- 
"ewles-Post Staff 

Michael McDonald 
IsoIrs rorward to playing 
aseaall a d  maybe some 
 this^ 
m~now,~darus 

h g  is the ll-y-ld's 
s p o ~  He's pmparbg for 
two major comgetidom - 
February's all-Ireland 
- p l o w  Kmarney 
and the world champion- 
ship ia Ghgow, Scotland, 

Michael, a sixth-grader 
at Moral  School in 
M o u n t ~ ~ e d f o r  
the &ampimuhip at I c d  
and m h a l  US. ampeti- 
tiaa 
He has h dancing 

sincehew#7artd#wmeby 
his inspiration the old- 
fashioned way - in Ere- 
land. 

"Inh,wew€mttoIm 
land for two weeks," Mi- 
chael a d .  " We went to a 
PUU~~ I Mdg- 
dltnciw amulld. I th6ugbt 

itwascoolhowtheyeould 
liff their legs and how 
sfaarp tt looked." 
When the family re- 

timed, they m h &  the 
Inteamet for a school that 
would the M t i o n a I  
dance formandameupon 
the Lynn Ademy ofIrish 
Dance in Auduboa 

Ma-n C d b s  is the 
btrucborthem. 

Collins, 93, is an aceom- 
pllshed Bancer who per- 
formed with Riverdance 
ensembles for several 
years, both on Broadway 
and in Wing compani%ii 
in Atlanta, Washington, 
D.C., and Toronto. 
Irish dance requires its 

participmt~ to k- their 

See DAFEE, W, :: ? 156% 
CP 


