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Danee/Ireland, Seotland on pupil's itinerary
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Girls wear soft shoes, called
ghillies, and traditional dresses __ -

embroidered with Celtic de-
signs. They concentrate on qui-
et movements.

Boys wear shoes with hard
heels and toes — made of fiber-
glass — designed to produce
loud but rhythmic clicks, taps
and stomps.

Michael admits to taking
some teasing at school from
kids because “not a lot of boys
dance.”

“A lot of times, kids make
fun of me,” he said. “Then,
when they see it, they say it
kind of looks cool.

“I tell them to look at Mi-
chael Flatley,” he said, refer-
ring to the well-known dancer
and director. “He’s making mil-
lions.”

As someone who practices

daily for two hours, either on

his own or in lessons, he knows
that Irish dancing is both de-
manding and athletic.

In addition to two classes a
week at Lynn Academy, Mi-
chael travels every Friday to
Tarrytown, N.Y., to study there
in a more advanced class.

One of the challenges Collins
has given him is to execute 115
kicks where his foot touches his
posterior in a single dance.

“T've_made it to 60,” he said.
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Michael McDonald, 11, shows off his Irish dance skills at
the Lynn Academy of Irish Dance in Audubon.

Mt. Laurel pupil
to dance overseas

By RICHARD PEARSALL
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Michael McDonald
looks forward to playing
baseball and maybe some
tennis this spring.

But for now, Irish danc-

' ing is the 1l-year-old's

sport. He's preparing for
two major competitions —
February’s all-Ireland
championship in Killarney
and the world champion-
ship in Glasgow, Scotland,
the first week of April.

Michael, a sixth-grader
at Hartford School in
Mount Laurel, qualified for
the championships at local
and regional U.S. competi-
tions.

He has been dancing
since he was 7 and came by
his inspiration the old-
fashioned way — in Ire-
land.

“In 2002, we went to Ire-
land for two weeks,” Mi-
chael said. “We went to a
pub, and I saw some kids
dancing around. I thought
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it was cool how they could
lift their legs and how
sharp it looked,”

When the family re-
turned, they searched the
Internet for a school that
would teach the traditional
dance form and came upon
the Lynn Academy of Irish
Dance in Audubon.

Maureen Collins is the
instructor there.

Collins, 33, is an accom-
plished dancer who per-
formed with Riverdance
ensembles for several
years, both on Broadway
and in touring companies
in Atlanta, Washington,
D.C., and Toronto.

Irish dance requires its
participants to keep their
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number of male contestants.

“A lot more boys are compet-
ing now,” Kane said, “I always
tell the fathers of the boys that
all great boxers were great danc-
ers first,”

Eleven-year-old Michael Mc-
Donald of New Jersey started tak-
ing lessons six years ago, after a
family trip to Ireland, his mother
Brenda said.

“We were in a pub in Ireland
and there were dancers. He said
hed like to try it,” she said.

Michael has become an ac-
complished dancer, winning
open championships at several
levels. He will dance in the world
championship in Ireland later
this year.

Dancing in front of a large au-
dience was an early problem.

“But I've been doing it for a
while, so it doesn’t make me ner-
vous anymore,” he said.

Brenda McDonald said her son
also has a ready comeback for
other boys who tease him about
his dancing -“Look at Michael
Flatley. He makes millions of
dollars.”




